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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 


I.  S.  JONES, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  also  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

R.  C.  BLACKBURN, 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  S.I.E.J.B., 
Certificate  in  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  R.S.A. 
(Scott.),  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sanitary 
Surveyor. 

L.  J.  PEARSON, 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  S.I.E.J.B., 
Certificate  in  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  R.S.L, 
Certificates  of  the  Liverpool  University  School  of 
Hygiene  in  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  and  Sanitary 
Science.  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sani¬ 
tary  Surveyor. 

D.  E.  FARRINGTON, 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  S.I.E.J.B., 
Certificate  in  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  R.S.I., 
Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Smoke  In¬ 
spector,  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for 
Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public 
Works,  Associate  member  of  the  Institution  of 
Sanitary  Engineers  (by  examination),  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sanitary  Surveyor.  Ap¬ 
pointed  :  7th  September,  1949. 
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Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
WIGTON. 
July,  1950. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Council  of  Wigton. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  year  1949. 

The  Report  follows  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
statistics  required  will  be  found  in  the  Report. 

The  birth  rate  for  1949  was  18.48  which  is  lower  than  that  for  1948  but 
higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  16,7  per  thousand  of  the 
population. 

The  death  rate  for  1949  at  12.13  is  slightly  higher  than  for  1948  and  higher 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  1 1.7  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

During  1949  there  was  an  Acute  Poliomyelitis  epidemic  throughout  the 
country.  We  were  fortunate  in  our  district  in  only  having  eight  cases,  and  no 
deaths. 

The  industrial  position  throughout  the  area  remains  satisfactory,  there 
being  practically  no  unemployment. 

The  housing  situation  was  acute  during  the  year  in  common  with  most 
authorities  throughout  the  country.  No  progress  can  be  made  in  Wigton  with 
housing  until  the  new  scheme  for  supplying  Wigton  with  adequate  and  safe 
water  is  put  into  operation.  The  erection  of  houses  at  Wigton  is  also  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  completion  of  the  new  town  sewer  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Ministry 
of  Health  will  help  us  in  our  endeavour  to  see  these  schemes  through. 

I  would  again  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
my  colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their  continued  help  during  the  year. 

* 

1  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

I.  SPEDDJNG  JONES. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  138,620 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Civilian  Population  . .  . .  23,000 

Population  at  Census  of  1931  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  22,058 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1949)  according  to  Rate 

Books  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6,609 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  £113,148 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate .  £433 


POPULATION  : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian  population  1949  (23,000) 
shows  an  increase  of  eighty  over  the  previous  year.  For  the  first  time  there 
is  an  estimate  of  the  non-civilian  population  in  the  area,  this  is  1,090. 

The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  populations  for  the  last  ten  years 


Year  : 

Registrar-General ’s 
estimated  population 

1940 

23,360 

1941 

23,480 

1942 

23,100 

1943 

22,640 

1944 

22,020 

1945 

21,660 

1946 

22,260 

1947 

22,460 

1948 

22,920 

1949 

23,000 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

399 

212 

187 

Illegitimate 

26 

12 

14 

Total  live  births 

425 

224 

201 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  civilian  population,  18. 

48. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total  still  births 

8 

4 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births),  18.47. 

DEATHS 

All  causes . 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  population, 

279 

12.13. 

140 

139 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

1 

nil 

1 

Deaths  from  other  Maternal  Causes 

1 

nil 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births),  4,61. 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  37.65 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . .  . .  37.59 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . .  . .  38.46 

Sixteen  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  1949  as  compared  with 
15  during  the  previous  year. 

The  following  were  the  causes  of  death  : — 


0-1 

weeks 

1-4 

weeks 

4-12  12-20 

weeks  weeks 

20-32 

weeks 

Total 

Prematurity 

4 

— 

—  — 

— 

A 

*4 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Atelectasis  . . 

2 

— 

_  — 

— 

2 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Hydrorecphalus  and  Spina  Bifida 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

8 

3 

3 

2 

16 

It  should  be  noted  that  four  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  Prematurity. 

Five  other  infants  died  from  Broncho  Pneumonia  which  is  an  acute  infec¬ 
tion. 

Two  died  from  Atelectasis,  both  within  eight  hours  of  birth. 

One  infant  died  at  the  age  of  two  months  from  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis. 
The  note  on  the  case  will  be  found  in  the  section  on  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  was  one  death  from  Congenital  Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida. 

DEATHS  FROM  ENTERITIS  AND  DIARRHOEA  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER 

TWO  YEARS  : — 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  Return  there  were  four  deaths  from 
this  cause,  but  I  can  only  trace  three  of  these  deaths.  The  ages  of  these  three 
children  at  the  time  of  death  were  : — - 

2  weeks,  1  month  and  3  months. 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 
WALES  AS  A  WHOLE  AND  CERTAIN  GROUPS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
CUMBERLAND  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

England  and  Wales 

16.7 

11.7 

32 

Administrative  County  of  Cumber- 

land 

18.5 

12.8 

34 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 
(including  Boroughs  of  Work- 

ington  and  Whitehaven) 

18.8 

13.4 

42 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

18.2 

12.4 

28 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WIGTON 

18.48 

12.13 

37.65 
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The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rate,  death  rate  and  infantile 
mortality  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  during  the  past  ten  years  : 


Year 

Birth 

Rate  : 

Death 

Rate  : 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate  : 

1940 

17.3 

13.9 

63.5 

1941 

17.0 

12.0 

35 

1942 

19.0 

11.08 

63 

1943 

19.7 

12.8 

44 

1944 

19.3 

12.3 

44 

1945 

19.7 

12.5 

46 

1946 

18.2 

12.2 

24.6 

1947 

22.3 

12.9 

40 

1948 

20.07 

11.86 

32.61 

1949 

18.48 

12.13 

37.65 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths  during  1949.  These  are  the  first  maternal 
deaths  since  1946.  One  mother  died  from  Pulmonary  Embolism  and  the  other 
following  Caesarean  Section. 


The  following  table  gives  the  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  : 


Year  : 

No.  of  births 
(live  &  still)  : 

Deaths  : 

Maternal  Mortality 

Rate  per  1 ,000  live 
and  still  births  : 

1940 

418 

nil 

nil 

1941 

417 

2 

4.79 

1942 

456 

1 

2.19 

1943 

460 

3 

6.52 

1944 

440 

nil 

nil 

1945 

437 

1 

2.28 

1946 

421 

1 

2.37 

1947 

515 

nil 

nil 

1948 

477 

nil 

nil 

1949 

433 

2 

4.61 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


The  Cumberland  Pathological  Laboratory,  Carlisle,  provided  the  facilities 
required  by  this  authority. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  ambulance  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Cumberland  County 
Council,  and  for  this  authority  the  Wigton  Rural  District  Council  continue 
to  act  as  agents  as  far  as  the  Wigton  ambulance  is  concerned. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  removed  to  hospital  by  ambulances  stationed 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


WATER. 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Watters,  the  Water  Engineer  for  the  following  Report : — - 

“The  year  1949  was  remarkable  for  the  extended  drought  period  which 
began  in  May  and  ended  in  October,  and  which  i  nposed  a  severe  test  on  all  the 
various  sources  of  supply  and  the  system  of  distribution. 

In  the  western  half  of  the  district,  which  is  covered  by  the  original  Aspa- 
tria,  Silloth  and  District  Scheme,  the  supply  was  generally  well  maintained, 
as  a  result  of  the  completion  of  Part  1  of  the  proposals  for  improving  water 
supplies. 

This  work  consisted  of  the  duplication  of  4}  miles  of  9  in.  trunk  main, 
together  with  the  laying  of  one  mile  of  6  in.  main  in  Aspatria,  and  two  miles 
of  4  in.  mains  in  Bromfield  Parish,  all  of  which  were  brought  into  commission 
at  the  end  of  June,  giving  immediate  benefit  to  consumers  west  of  a  line  through 
Mealsgate,  Abbeytown  and  Skinburness. 

In  the  parishes  of  Holme  Low  and  Holme  East  Waver  which  are  attached 
to  the  trunk  mains  of  the  foregoing  scheme,  the  supply  was  intermittent  owing 
to  insufficient  mains  capacity  to  meet  the  demand  for  milk  production. 

In  the  eastern  parishes  of  Westward,  Eastwoodside,  Thursby  and  part  of 
Aikton,  which  are  entirely  dependent  on  the  Townthwaite  source,  the  deficiency 
was  serious  during  the  months  of  June  to  September  inclusive,  when  the  yield 
of  the  springs  was  equal  to  only  60%  of  the  estimated  demand. 

A  further  anxiety  arose  when  the  pressure  in  the  mains  was  insufficient 
to  operate  the  chlorinating  plant  on  this  source  which  is  liable  to  contamination. 

In  Sebergham  parish,  which  is  supplied  in  bulk  from  the  mains  of  Border 
Rural  District  Council,  the  supply  was  intermittent  throughout  the  dry  weather 
period,  due  to  lack  of  head  in  the  Border  Council’s  mains,  and  no  relief  to  this 
district  was  possible. 

A  similar  position  arose  in  Kirkbampton  parish,  which  is  supplied  from  the 
mains  of  Carlisle  Corporation. 

In  Wigton  Town  area,  which  is  supplied  from  a  combination  of  three  con¬ 
taminated  springs,  and  which  contains  the  largest  concentration  of  population, 
the  supply  was  only  maintained  because  of  the  temporary  part  closing  of  the 
local  factory,  whose  reduced  consumption  just  balanced  the  domestic  demand. 
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The  proposed  development  of  a  new  housing  site  for  270  houses  in  Wigton 
is  being  postponed  because  of  the  inadequate  supply  of  water  from  this  source, 
and  similarly  throughout  the  eastern  parishes,  the  Council  must  now  consider 
whether  any  further  houses  can  be  built  until  the  proposed  improvement  scheme 
for  water  supply  throughout  the  district  can  be  completed. 

In  late  1949,  a  Public  Inquiry  was  held  to  consider  Part  2  of  the  proposals 
for  improvement  of  water  supplies,  which  will  provide  for  the  augmentation  of 
the  Overwater  source,  and  if  this  is  approved.  Part  3  of  the  proposals  will  be 
brought  forward  with  a  view  to  laying  trunk  mains  into  the  Wigton  and  eastern 
parishes.  These  comprehensive  proposals  will  ensure  an  adequate  and  pure 
supply  of  water  to  every  part  of  the  Rural  District  which  can  be  covered  by 
gravitation. 


SCHEDULE  OF  PARISH  WATER  SUPPLIES— 1949. 


Parish 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Existing 

Population 

(estimated) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

supplied 

Population 

supplied 

Aspatria 

944 

3,398 

943 

3,395 

Allhallows  . . 

206 

741 

203 

731 

Allonby 

204 

-  734 

203 

731 

Aikton 

124 

446 

116 

417 

Boltons 

193 

695 

161 

580 

Bromfield  . . 

180 

648 

165 

594 

Bowness 

301 

1,083 

285 

1,026 

Caldbeck 

244 

878 

150 

540 

D  undraw 

52 

187 

49 

176 

Holme  St.  Cuthbert 

152 

547 

149 

536 

Holme  Abbey 

222 

799 

214 

770 

Holme  East  Waver 

86 

309 

81 

292 

Holme  Low 

116 

418 

113 

407 

Hayton 

64 

230 

63 

227 

Ireby 

175 

630 

129 

464 

Kirkbride  . . 

156 

561 

147 

529 

Kirkbampton 

93 

335 

80 

288 

Silloth 

867 

3,121 

867 

3,121 

Sebergham  . . 

109 

392 

93 

335 

Thursby 

220 

793 

215 

774 

Torpenhow 

177 

637 

153 

551 

Wigton 

1,175 

4,229 

1,175 

4,229 

Waverton  . . 

106 

381 

88 

316 

Westward  . . 

225 

810 

168 

604 

Woodside  . . 

169 

608 

152 

546 

Westnewton 

76 

273 

75 

270 

TOTAL 

6,636 

23,883 

6,237 

22,449 

Additional  Dwellings  connected  to  Council  mains  during  the  year  : — 

Existing  houses  (not  previously  supplied)  . .  . .  . .  34 

New  houses  built  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

All  supplies  have  been  installed  within  the  building. 


(sgd.)  J.  R.  WATTERS.” 
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REPORTS  ON  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  AS  SUPPLIED  TO 

CONSUMERS. 


No  chemical  analyses  were  carried  out  during  the  year  but  the  following 
reports  on  bacteriological  examination  of  water  have  been  submitted  from  the 
County  Analyst  : 


21st  January,  1949. 


Sample  marked 
Aspatria  &  Silloth  Supply 

Treated  water 


Raw  water  be- 

filtered  and 

fore  chlorination : 

chlorinated : 

per  ml. 

per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  of  Nutrient  Agar  @ 

37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours  . . 

5 

0 

Number  of  colonies  of  Nutrient  Agar  @ 

20/22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 

26 

0 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37  deg.  C. 

after  72  hours 

Positive 

Negative 

in  50 

in  100 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44  deg.  C. 

in  40  ml.,  after  48  hours . 

Negative 

Negative 

Opinion  : — 

Raw  Water — The  sample  affords  no  evidence  of  pollution  by  undesirable 
drainage  and  it  is  eminently  suitable  for  treatment  as  a  domestic  water  supply. 

Treated  Water — The  sample  is  of  a  very  high  order  of  bacterial  purity, 
and  as  it  affords  no  evidence  of  contamination  by  undesirable  drainage,  it  is 
of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for  human  consumption. 


24th  January,  1949. 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient 
37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 
Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient 
20/22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 
Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  (a)  37  deg 
72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  test  @  44  deg. 
ml.,  after  48  hours 


signed  :  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 

Sample  marked 
Wigton  Town  Supply 

Drawn  from  domestic  tap 
at  Highmoor — 17.1.49. 


Agar 

@ 

Agar 

(a) 

1  per  ml. 

C.  after 

18  per  ml. 

C.  in 

40 

Positive  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  90  ml. 

•  ■ 

•  • 

1  large,  5  medium 
and  1 1  small  colonies. 

Opinion  : — 

Although  no  exception  could  be  taken  to  the  number  of  organisms  growing 
on  agar  at  both  temperatures,  nor  to  the  incidence  of  coliform  organisms,  the 
probable  number  of  which  per  100  ml.  of  sample  is  of  the  order  of  2  the  result 
of  the  Clostridium  Welchii  test  is  far  from  satisfactory  and  bears  out  the  state¬ 
ment  in  the  report  accompanying  the  sample  that  the  springs  from  which  the 
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supply  is  obtained  are  liable  to  pollution  by  undesirable  surface  drainage, 
consequently  this  source  of  supply  cannot  be  regarded  as  being  satisfactory 
unless  subjected  to  proper  treatment. 

Signed  :  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 


24th  January,  1949.  Sample  marked 

Greenfoot  Source 
Drawn  from  Raw  Water 
Main — 17.1.49. 


9  per  ml. 

19  per  ml. 
Positive  in  40  ml. 
One  small  colony 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 
37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours. . 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 
20/22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 
Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37  deg.  C.  after 
72  hours  . .  . . 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44  deg.  C.  in  40 
ml.  after  48  hours 


Opinion  : — 

As  a  raw  water,  this  sample  is  of  satisfactory  quality  for  treatment  to  judge 
by  the  results  now  recorded,  although  the  probable  number  of  coliform  organisms 
per  100  ml.  of  water,  is  of  the  order  of  6,  but  if  the  spring  is  open  to  pollution 
by  surface  drainage  which,  apparently,  may  be  contaminated  by  undesirable 
drainage,  it  is  not  of  satisfactory  quality  for  a  public  supply  unless  it  is  suitably 
treated  or  its  quality  is  kept  under  strict  supervision. 

Signed  :  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 


24th  January,  1949. 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 
37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 
20/22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 
Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37  deg.  C.  after 
72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44  deg.  C.  in  40 
ml.  after  48  hours 


Sample  marked 
Greenfoot  Source 
Drawn  from  outlet  of 
Reservoir — 17.1.49. 


5  per  ml. 

9  per  ml. 

Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative 


Opinion  : — 

The  sample  affords  no  evidence  of  pollution  by  undesirable  drainage,  and 
the  supply  which  it  represents,  in  the  condition  in  which  it  was  when  the  sample 
was  taken,  if  of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for  human  consumption,  provided 
that  the  same  suggestion  is  followed  as  in  the  previous  sample. 


Signed  :  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 
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26th  January,  1949. 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient 
37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 
Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient 
20/22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 
Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37  deg 
72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44  deg. 
ml.  after  48  hours 


Sample  marked 
Townthwaite  Source 

From  tap  at  Causa  Grange 

Agar  @ 

0  per  ml. 

Agar  @ 

8  per  ml. 

C.  after 

Positive  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  90  ml. 

C.  in  40 

Negative 

Opinion  : — 

The  probable  number  of  colifrom  organisms  per  100  ml.  of  sample  is  of 
the  order  of  3,  as  the  sample  purports  to  represent  an  untreated  raw  water 
for  use  as  a  domestic  supply,  it  is  one  which  is  completely  suitable  for  treatment 
for  a  domestic  supply. 


Signed  :  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 

26th  January,  1949.  Sample  marked 

To wnth waite  Source 
From  tap  at 
Sandy  Brow  Cottages 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 
37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 
20/22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 
Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37  deg.  C.  after 
72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  (4>  44  deg.  C.  in  40 
ml.  after  48  hours 


1  in  2  ml. 

5  per  ml. 

Positive  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  90  ml. 

Negative 


Opinion  : — 

The  probable  number  of  coliform  organisms  in  this  sample  is  of  the  order 
of  3  per  100  ml.  of  sample,  but  there  is  no  indication  of  contamination  by  drain¬ 
age  of  an  undesirable  character,  and  the  supply,  represented  by  this  sample, 
is  of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for  human  consumption. 


Signed  :  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 


26th  January,  1949.  Sample  marked 

Hesket-new-Market  Source 
From  standpipe  at  West 
End  of  Village 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 

37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 

20/22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37  deg.  C.  after 

72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44  deg.  C.  in  40 
ml.  after  48  hours 


4  per  ml. 


5  in  2  ml. 
Positive  in  100  ml 
Negative  in  90  ml. 


Negative 
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Opinion  : — 

The  probable  number  of  coliform  organisms  in  this  sample  is  of  the  order 
of  3  per  100  ml.  of  sample,  but  there  is  no  indication  of  contamination  by  drain¬ 
age  of  an  undesirable  character,  and  the  supply  represented  by  this  sample,  is 
of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for  human  consumption. 

Signed  :  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 

26th  January,  1949.  Sample  marked 

Caldbeck  Village  Supply 
From  domestic  tap  at 
Upton 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 
37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 
20/22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 
Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37  deg.  C.  after 
72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44  deg.  C.  in  40 
ml.  after  48  hours 


Opinion  : — 

Although  the  sample  appears  to  be  free  from  pollution  by  sewage  or  other 
foul  drainage,  the  probable  number  of  Coliform  organisms  per  100  ml.  of  sample 
is  of  the  order  of  18  plus  ;  this  is  not  a  satisfactory  result  and  the  indication  is 
that,  until  a  complete  reorganisation  of  the  whole  of  the  water  supplies  of  the 
area  can  be  undertaken,  special  precautions  should  be  used  in  relation  to  this 
particular  supply. 


1  per  ml. 

7  in  2  ml. 
Positive  in  5  ml. 
Negative 


Signed  :  CYRIL  J.  LI.  STOCK. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  : 

Owing  to  the  Continued  necessity  for  economy  on  public  works  schemes 
which  is  stressed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  practically  no  progress  was  made 
during  the  year  on  the  many  schemes  envisaged  by  the  Council. 

Very  slow  progress  was  made  on  the  Kirkbampton  scheme  which  was  com¬ 
menced  in  December,  1948. 

The  improvements  to  the  Aspatria  Sewerage  Scheme  were  commenced  on 
the  5th  December,  1949. 

The  off-site  sewer  for  the  new  Aspatria  housing  estate  was  commenced  on 
the  22nd  December,  1949,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  has  just  been 
completed. 

The  Wigton  Town  sewer  has  not  yet  been  started  but  work  on  the  Wigton 
trade  sewer  was  commenced  on  the  1 1th  April,  1950. 

The  Council  are  anxious  to  go  ahead  with  the  Drumburgh  and  Glasson 
scheme  and  an  inquiry  into  this  is  to  be  held  very  shortly. 
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The  following  schemes  are  still  deferred — 
on  account  of  excessive  cost  : 

Aikton, 

Mawbray  and  Beckfoot, 

Oughterby, 

Wiggonby. 

On  account  of  inadequate  water  supplies  : 

Boltongate, 

Caldbeck  and  Hesket-new-Market. 

On  account  of  inadequate  water  supplies  and  excessive  cost  : 

Sebergham  and  Wei  ton. 


SCHOOLS  : 

Work  on  the  new  Secondary  Modern  School  at  Wigton  continued  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  one  wing  was  ready  for  occupation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

All  schools  in  the  area  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  reports  on  the 
sanitary  conditions  were  made  to  the  County  Authority.  In  many  cases  the 
conditions  are  far  from  satisfactory. 

There  were  no  school  closures  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious  dis¬ 
ease. 

NUTRITION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN: 

The  general  condition  of  children  examined  during  the  year  at  school 
medical  inspections  was  quite  satisfactory.  32.2  per  cent,  of  the  children 
examined  were  found  to  be  above  average  nutrition,  64.4  per  cent,  were  found 
to  be  of  normal  nutrition,  and  only  1 .4  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  below  normal. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  children  on  the  roll  at  schools 
in  this  area,  also  the  number  of  children  taking  school  milk  and  the  number  of 
school  meals  served  : 
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Name  of  school  : 

No.  on 
Roll  : 

No.  of 
children 
taking 
school 
milk  : 

No.  of 
children 
taking 
school 
meals  : 

Abbeytown 

74 

45 

_ _ 

Aldoth  . . 

39 

32 

32 

Allhallows 

105 

84 

77 

Allonby  . . 

58 

42 

- . 

Aspatria  Mixed 

298 

180 

29 

do.  Infants 

112 

108 

5 

Biglands 

16 

16 

— 

Blencogo 

29 

29 

- - 

Blennerhasset  . . 

72 

55 

— 

Boltons  . . 

58 

48 

51 

Bowness-on-Solway 

122 

80 

100 

Bromfield 

40 

26 

25 

Caldbeck  Upton 

73 

48 

- - 

Crofton  Hall 

36 

36 

34 

Drumburgh 

16 

14 

13 

Fingland 

31 

26 

— 

Hayton  . . 

17 

16 

— 

Hesket-new-Market 

43 

42 

— 

Holme  St.  Cuthbert 

48 

36 

42 

Ireby 

50 

45 

— 

Kirkbampton  . . 

40 

29 

40 

Kirkbride 

66 

62 

— 

Newton  Arlosh 

55 

— 

— 

Oulton  . . 

54 

43 

— 

Rosley  . . 

30 

26 

26 

Sebergham 

22 

— 

— • 

Silloth  Mixed  . . 

240 

192 

219 

do.  Infants  . . 

144 

82 

73 

Thursby  . . 

100 

80 

81 

Torpenhow 

32 

26 

— 

Uldale . 

24 

24 

— 

Waverbridge 

36 

30 

— 

Waverton 

30 

30 

— 

Welton  . . 

25 

20 

— 

Westnewton 

38 

37 

32 

Westward 

39 

36 

39 

Wiggonby 

54 

46 

— 

Wigton  Secondary  Modern 

200 

108 

130 

Wigton  Primary 

381 

270 

265 

Wigton  R.C.  Mixed 

126 

126 

115 

Wigton  R.C.  Infants  . . 

.  .  - 

52 

48 

30 

Wigton  Nelson  Boys’  Grammar 

200 

146 

198 

Wigton  Thomlinson  Girls’ 

Grammar 

270 

120 

241 

3,595 

2,589 

1,897 

No.  of  children  taking  school  meals —  52.76  per  cent. 
No.  of  children  taking  school  milk — 71.73  per  cent. 
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SWIMMING  BATH  : 


The  only  swimming  bath  in  the  area  is  the  one  at  Wigton  which  is  now  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council.  It  serves  a  very  useful  purpose  as  school 
children  from  Wigton  and  the  surrounding  areas  are  now  taught  swimming 
at  these  baths. 

HOUSING  : 


During  the  year  1949  housing  estates  were  in  course  of  erection  at 


Abbeytown 
Allonby  . . 
Aspatria  . . 
Ireby 
Kirkbride 
Thursby  . . 
Torpenhow 
Uldale  . . 
West  Silloth 


10 

houses 

12 

60 

5  5 

4 

5  5 

20 

18 

5) 

6 

>  5 

4 

5  ? 

10 

?  ? 

During  this  period  ten  houses  at  Abbeytown,  four  at  Uldale  and  six  at  Tor¬ 
penhow  were  completed  and  occupied,  thus  completing  these  estates.  At  Kirk¬ 
bride  and  Thursby  18  and  16  houses  respectively  were  completed  and  occupied. 

In  addition  to  these,  building  licences  were  granted  to  private  developers 
hi  respect  of  19  houses,  and  seven  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the 
year. 


From  1st  January,  1939,  until  31st  December,  1949,  the  following  houses 
have  been  completed  and  occupied. 


1939 

1940 

1944 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Total 

Wigton 

Brindlefield 

98 

• 

161 

Brackenlands 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Kirkland  Avenue 

— 

• — • 

— 

— 

42 

7 

— 

Aspatria 

Noble  Croft 

57 

14 

71 

Agricultural  Houses 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Newton  Arlosh 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6- 

T - 

6 

West  Silloth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

— 

35 

Kirkbride  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

18 

20 

Thursby 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

16 

T  orpenhow 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Uldale 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Abbeytown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

Totals 

98 

57 

12 

14 

56 

50 

54 

341 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  Table  that  during  the  last  three  years  the 
number  of  houses  actually  completed  has  fallen  far  short  of  the  allocation  made 
to  the  Council  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

At  the  end  of  1949  there  were  895  applicants  for  houses  as  compared  with 
780  last  year.  I  think  it  is  fairly  obvious  that  the  housing  situation  is  worsening 
rather  than  improving. 
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Following  representations  to  the  Health  Committee,  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of  the  following  three  very  bad  dwelling- 
houses  : 


Watch  Hill  Cottage,  Blencogo  ; 

Cottage  at  Whitrigg  formerly  occupied  by  Hetherington  ; 

Cottage  at  Whitrigg  formerly  occupied  by  Walker. 

In  addition,  undertakings  were  given  and  accepted  by  the  Council,  follow¬ 
ing  representations,  in  respect  of  six  dwell inghouses  whereby  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  was  to  be  used  for  purposes  other  than  living  accommodation.  The 
properties  are  as  under  : 

Property  : 

Cottage  at  Drumburgh — 

Garden  Cottage,  Allonby — 

Two  dwellings  known  as  Sandcn 
Cottages,  Abbeytown — 

Marsh  Cottage,  Skinburness — 

Cottage  at  East  Curthwaite — 


Undertaking  : 

to  be  converted  into  a  store, 
to  be  converted  into  a  store, 
to  be  converted  into  an  implement' 
store. 

to  be  converted  into  a  wash-house, 
etc. 

to  be  converted  into  a  henhouse. 


Under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  Closing  Orders  (part  of  a  building) 
were  made  in  respect  of  two  tenements  at  Academy  Buildings,  Silloth. 

There  are  several  houses  in  Wigton  which  were  the  subject  of  Clearance 
Orders  prior  to  the  war  which  are  still  standing  in  a  derelict  and  dangerous 
condition  and  which  are  ideal  harbourages  for  vermin.  They  are  also  very 
unsightly.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  some  urgency  that  this  situation  should  be 
dealt  with  and  I  would  recommend  the  Council  to  use  their  powers  to  ensure 
the  total  demolition  of  these  structures,  which  was  the  intention  of  the  Act. 


The  following  comparative  Table  shows  the  progress  being  made  in  the 
relief  of  overcrowding  throughout  the  area  : 


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

1947 

1948 

1949 

the  year 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

85 

84 

53 

during  the  year 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  dur¬ 

28 

20 

13 

ing  the  year 

33 

21 

4i 

From  this  Table  it  will  be  noted  that  there  were  53  known  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  compared  with  84  at  the  end  of  the  previous 
year. 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  of  the  54  houses  completed  by  the  Council  during 
1949,  24  of  these  were  allocated  to  families  living  under  overcrowding  con¬ 
ditions. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  : 

Mr.  Blackburn,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  gives  details  of  the  work  done 
at  the  Central  Slaughterhouse,  Wigton, 
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MILK  SUPPLY  : 

The  following  Table  gives  the  result  of  milk  samples  taken  up  to  the  end  of 
September,  1949  : 


Grade 

Up  to 
Accredited 
Standard 

Not  up  to 
Accredited 
Standard 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . 

189 

109 

Accredited  . . 

38 

16 

Pasteurised  . . 

— 

1 

Ungraded 

91 

54 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  samples  were  submitted  for  the  Tuberculin 
Test,  of  which  four  proved  positive.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  by  the 
Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  this  Council  are  no  longer 
responsible  for  the  supervision  of  premises  where  milk  is  produced,  this  function 
now  being  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  Rural  District  Council  is,  however,  still  responsible  for  milk  dis¬ 
tributors’  premises.  Nine  premises  are  registered  for  the  distribution  of  milk 
and  seven  persons  are  registered  as  distributors  of  milk.  The  premises  were 
regularly  inspected  during  the  year. 


ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1947  : 


During  1949  ten  persons  were  granted  licences  for  the  manufacture,  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  fourteen  persons  were  granted  licences  for  the  storage 
and  sale  only. 


All  the  premises  have  been  inspected  and  advice  given  on  the  proper  pro¬ 
duction  of  ice  cream  to  prevent  contamination.  The  modern  equipment  called 
for  under  these  Regulations  has  now  been  supplied  and  is  in  operation. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  ice  cream  samples  taking  during  1949  : 


Grade  1  (Good)  . .  . .  . .  4 

Grade  2  (Fair)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  6 

Grade  3  (Poor)  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Grade  4  (Very  poor)  .  .  . .  . .  7 


FOOD  POISONING  : 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  during  the  year  1949. 

All  premises  where  food  is  prepared  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

A  one-day  course  of  instruction  on  the  hygiene  of  food  preparation  was  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  County  Education  Authority  at  the  Wigton  canteen. 
Lectures  and  demonstrations  were  given  by  Dr.  Faulds,  the  County  Patholo¬ 
gist  ;  Dr.  Rennie,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Carlisle,  and  Mr.  Blackburn, 
our  own  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  All  school  canteen  workers  in  the  county 
were  invited  to  attend  together  with  people  interested  from  industrial  canteens, 
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TUBERCULOSIS  : 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  cases  notified  and  of  the  deaths  dur- 
ing^949  : — 


• 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  and  upwards  . . 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  1  1  1  1  1  I  CN  <N 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

12 

9 

1  1 

4 

5 

1 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 

at  the  end  of  1949  : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

48 

27 

75 

Non-pulmonary  . . 

. 

,  , 

8 

6 

14 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

56 

33 

89 

The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  for  England  and  Wales  in  1949  was 
0.45  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  Tuberculosis  death  rate  for  the  Wig- 
ton  Rural  District  was  0.43  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  number  of  deaths  was  one  less  than  the  previous 
year,  but  three  more  cases  were  notified  during  1949  than  during  1948. 

The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
cases  notified  during  the  year  : 


<ZJ 

CTJ 

o  03 


•o 

CO 

a> 

CO 

a/ 

CT3 

> 

-4—* 

•X 

o  'a 

ctf 

p 

+-  C/3 

u 

t3 

o 

< 

X 

-o 

C/3 

C 

•  "O 

«$ 

a  ’-h 

in 

NO 

3  cj 
£ 

<n 

no 

i 

LTl 

Tf 


m 

^r 

i 

in 

<U 

&  m 

w  (N 

O  I 

C  <n 

C/3 

<L> 

c/3 

cs  A 

O 

H 

*n 


I 

O 


<D 

<*) 

cd 

<t> 

c/> 


I  I 


<N 


OO  | 


n  i 


m 


oo 


<n 


—  m  |  |  |  | 


n  —  l  p'-  m 


•— <  m  i  m 


no 


(N 


NO 

in 


I  (N  I  ON  ON 


m 


m  r- 

m 


I  I  rn  |  i  | 


C/3 


<U 

>> 

£ 

o 


.5 

’x 

<u 


o 

CL 

<u 

3 

O 

< 


C/3 

3 


C/3 


CD 


<D 

a 

•  C/3 

C/3  03 

uS 


O 

X 

a 

>i 

H 

■ 

d 

J-c 

CL 


a 


S-i 

<u 
> 
CD 
ClJ  ti, 

<L)  +-> 

o,^ 
a*  bj 
a  oo 


XI 

oo 

3 

o 

u 

00 

c 


oo 

_c 

"c 

<u 


OS 

3 

a 

C/3 

I 

o 

X 

CD 
%- 
<u 


a 

o 

o 

x 


21 


DIPHTHERIA  : 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  was  not  a  single  case  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
whole  area  during  the  year  1949. 


IMMUNISATION  : 

Immunisation  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  immunised  during  1949  : — 

Primary  Inoculation. 

Children  up  to  five  years  of  age  . .  . .  . .  313 

By  Private  Practitioners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Children  up  to  fourteen  years  of  age  . .  . .  . .  70 

By  Private  Practitioners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  nil 

Booster — or  reinforcing  doses 

given  to  children  who  have  previously  been  immunised  720 
By  Private  Practitioners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


POLIOMYELITIS  : 

From  the  previous  table  it  should  be  noted  that  there  were  eight  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year. 

In  six  of  the  cases  complete  recovery  was  made  and  no  residual  paralysis 
occured.  One  of  the  children,  aged  two  and  a  half  years,  had  paralysis  of  the 
legs  and  is  being  treated  in  an  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  The  other  case  of  Polio¬ 
myelitis  was  one  adult  male,  aged  twenty  years,  with  paralysis  of  one  arm  and 
both  legs.  He  is  under  treatment  and  is  making  satisfactory  progress. 

In  the  case  of  another  of  the  children,  aged  3^  years,  it  was  discovered  and 
investigated  that  the  father  had  had  Poliomeiitis  8  years  previous  and  has  a 
partial  paralysed  arm  as  a  result  of  this. 

There  were  two  cases  from  the  same  house,  a  boy  aged  5  years  and  a  girl 
aged  3^  years.  Fortunately  these  were  two  of  the  cases  which  made  a  complete 
recovery. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause  during  the  year. 


WHOOPING  COUGH  : 

There  were  sixty-seven  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  nitified  during  the  year 
but  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 


MEASLES  : 

Eighty-four  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  169  the  previous  year. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles. 

SCARLET  FEVER  : 

Thirteen  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  7  the  previous  year,  and  all 
these  were  mild  cases  and  none  of  them  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment. 
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PARA-TYPHOID  FEVER  : 

There  was  one  case  of  Para-Typhoid  Fever  during  the  year.  The  source 
of  infection  was  not  discovered  although  full  investigation  was  made. 

The  patient  made  a  complete  recovery. 


CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS  : 

There  was  only  one  case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  during  the  year, 
but  unfortunately  it  was  a  fatal  one.  It  was  an  infant  two  months  old  and  he 
died  soon  after  admission  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  case  was  not  confirmed 
bacteriologically. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  FOR 

Cause 

1949. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

_ 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

.4. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  . . 

- 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  . . 

4 

5 

9 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

2 

1 

3 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

11. 

Ac.  poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  . . 

— 

•  — 

— 

12. 

Ac.  Inf.  encaphalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  Oesoph  (M) 

Uterus  (F)  . . 

1 

1 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

4 

7 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

2 

2 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

11 

9 

20 

17. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

13 

18 

31 

19. 

Heart  diseases 

56 

58 

114 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

5 

9 

21. 

Bronchitis 

4 

4 

8 

22. 

Pneumonia  . . 

3 

4 

7 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . . 

5 

2 

7 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . . 

1 

— 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  vears  . . 

1 

3 

4 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

3 

6 

28. 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

3 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis  . . 

— 

1 

1 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Premature  birth 

2 

2 

4 

32. 

Con  :  mal  :  birth  inj  :  infant  dis  : 

2 

1 

3 

33. 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

34. 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

— 

2 

36. 

All  other  causes  ’  .. 

15 

10 

25 

All  causes  . . 

•  • 

140 

139 

279 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  : 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

23 

11 

(ii) 

Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

86 

78 

2 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 

worker’s  premises). 

l 

Totals 

109 

90 

2 

— 
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2— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND  : 


Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l) 

4 

4 

—  — 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

— 

— 

—  — 

Unreasonable 

tem- 

perature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

—  - 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Sanitary  Conveni- 

ences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

(b)  unsuitable 

or 

defective 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes 

- 

- 

—  - 

- 

Other  offences 

(not 

including  offen- 

ces  relating 

to 

Outwork) 

2 

2 

—  — 

— 

Totals  : 

7 

7 

—  — 

— 

PORT  OF  SILLOTH. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Hunt,  Customs  &  Excise  Officer,  for  the  following 
particulars  : — 

“STATEMENT  OF  TRADE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


No.  of 
ships  : 

Remarks  : 

Vessels  from  Irish  Republic  in 
ballast. 

15 

Engaged  in  the  loading  of  coal 
for  exportation. 

Vessels  direct  from  Foreign 
Ports  with  cargo. 

Ports  of  loading  : — Hamburg, 
Huelva,  Gruvon  (Sweden),  Rot¬ 
terdam  and  Wismar. 

7 

Nature  of  Cargoes  : — 

Iron  Pyrites,  Potash,  Timber 
and  Fertilisers. 

Vessels  coastwise  in  ballast. 

76 

Engaged  in  the  exportation  of 
coal  to  British  Ports,  Irish  Re¬ 
public  and  Northern  Ireland. 

Vessels  coastwise  carrying 

cargo. 

110 

Nature  of  Cargoes  : — 

Grain,  Phosphates,  Cement  and 
sea-shells  (for  making  grit  for 
poultry). 

TOTAL 

208 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  figures  that  the  volume  of  traffic  has 
dropped  to  approximately  half  that  of  1948. 

The  only  new  development  to  the  Port  is  a  service  opened  by  Messrs. 
Heaton’s  of  Dublin,  who  have  decided  to  run  a  steamer  weekly  between  Dublin, 
Douglas  and  Silloth  carrying  general  cargo. 

This  service  commenced  January,  1950,  with  the  hope  of  recapturing  some 
of  the  trade  formerly  carried  on  by  the  Assaroe  which  was  withdrawn  six  years 
ago. 


Apart  from  this,  the  prospects  for  Silloth  are  not  very  encouraging. 


(sgd.)  J.  Hunt, 

Customs  and  Excise. 
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REPORT 

on  the 

Work  Carried  Out 

by  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors 


During  the  Year 
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To  Dr.  I.  S.  Jones, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir, 


I  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1949,  but  as  many  aspects  of  the  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  referred  to  in  the  preceding  section  it  only  remains 
for  me  to  enlarge  upon  one  or  two  points. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  : 

During  the  year  the  decision  to  maintain  the  numerous  sewerage  schemes 
in  the  area  by  direct  labour  was  taken,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  part-time 
attendants  have  all  given  place  to  the  mobile  sewerage  team.  The  “  land 
rover  ”  vehicle  purchased  for  the  transport  of  the  men  and  materials  has  al¬ 
ready  proved  invaluable. 

Another  useful  acquisition  was  ths  auto-scythe,  enabling  grass  cutting 
at  the  disposal  works  and  elsewhere  to  be  undertaken  in  a  fraction  of  the  time 
formerly  taken  for  scythe  cutting. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  : 

Seventy-three  closets  of  the  conservancy  type  were  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system  during  the  year.  Twenty-two  of  these  were  connected  to  the 
Council’s  sewer  and  fifty-one  to  septic  tanks. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  : 

At  the  time  of  writing,  works  designed  to  obviate  pollution  of  the  river 
Ellen  at  Aspatria  and  Colemire  sough  at  Wigton  are  in  progress,  by  way  of 
improvements  to  the  Aspatria  sewage  disposal  works  and  the  laying  of  the  new 
trade  effluent  drain  from  the  paper  factory  at  Wigton. 

Pollution  of  the  beck  at  West  Silloth  by  means  of  the  overflow  from  the 
grossly  overworked  sewage  ejector  plant  continues. 

In  an  attempt  to  minimise  the  pollution  of  streams  by  the  effluent  from  so- 
called  septic  tanks  within  the  area,  a  standard  plan  and  specification  of  an 
efficient  tank  and  filter  has  been  drawn  up  and  circulated  to  atchitects  and 
builders. 

Too  many  people  regarded  a  simple  brick  tank  with  inlet  and  outlet  drains 
as  affording  adequate  treatment  of  domestic  sewage  from  isolated  properties 
which  are  so  numerous  in  rural  areas. 

The  hall  mark  of  efficiency  to  such  people  appears  to  be  the  number  of  years 
which  elapse  between  each  emptying  of  the  tank. 

The  installation  now  being  advocated  by  this  department  is  the  result  of 
careful  thought  following  a  study  of  various  types  of  tanks  and  filters  in  use 
in  this  country  and  America.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  adequate 
aeration  of  the  filtering  media. 

HOUSING  : 

The  adaption  of  the  ex-R.A.F.  accommodation  on  No.  1  Site  at  Silloth 
as  forty-one  dwellings  was  undertaken  during  the  year, 


29 


The  external  walls  of  the  buildings  were  of  s:n  *le  brick  thickness  and  in 
order  to  avoid  penetrating  dampness  an  inner  “  leaf”  was  constructed  and  the 
traditional  cavity  formed. 

The  available  space  was  divided  into  seven  four-bedroom,  twenty-six 
three-bedroom,  four  two-bedroom  and  four  one-bedroom  dwellings,  each 
unit  of  accommodation  being  provided  with  a  bath,  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on, 
electric  light,  a  ventilated  food  cupboard,  and  a  portable  cooking  range.  The 
roofs  have  since  been  re-felted  and  spouting  fixed,  two  items  which  should  go  a 
long  way  to  improve  the  habitable  condition  of  the  property. 

One  very  undesirable  feature  which  still  remains  is  the  crazing  of  the  original 
cement  rendering  to  the  external  walls.  This  defect  facilitates  the  penetration 
of  driving  rain  which  follows  the  cavity  construction  and  finds  entry  to  the 
rooms  at  the  base  of  the  inner  “  leaf  ”  wall. 

The  temporary  housing  accommodation  afforded  on  Sites  2,  3,  4  and  5 
is  still  fully  occupied.  Re-felting  of  the  roofs  and  spouting  should  help  to 
alleviate  the  appalling  dampness  in  these  hutments,  but  a  cure  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected. 

The  year  1949  saw  the  addition  of  a  new  Housing  Act  to  the  statute  books, 
one  which  provides  amongst  other  things  for  the  payment  of  exchequer  grants 
as  an  incentive  to  the  improvement  of  existing  dwellinghouses  in  both  rural  and 
urban  communities. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  several  applications  have  been  received  locally, 
but  no  case  has  yet  been  finally  approved  by  the  Ministry. 

As  may  be  expected  where  the  giving  away  of  public  funds  is  concerned, 
there  are  several  exacting  conditions  to  be  observed. 


RODENT  CONTROL : 

Routine  control  measures  against  rats  were  again  taken  at  refuse  tips  in 
conformity  with  Ministry  of  Food  technique.  It  is  found  that  infestations  are 
much  lighter  since  regular  bating  commenced  a  few  years  ago. 

SALVAGE : 

Although  the  regulation  which  made  the  collection  of  waste  paper  com¬ 
pulsory  has  been  relaxed  the  Council  are  continuing  this  useful  service  and  the 
figures  for  the  year  under  review  are  very  satisfactory.  One  hundred  and 
seventeen  tons  thirteen  cwts.  of  waste  paper,  cardboard,  books,  etc.,  were 
collected,  sorted,  baled  and  returned  to  the  re-pulping  mills. 

Many  authorities  were  pleased  of  the  opportunity  to  be  rid  of  their  obliga¬ 
tion,  but  as  the  service  in  this  area  is  not  run  at  a  loss,  and  particularly  as  it  is 
a  service  which  is  doing  some  good  I  feel  it  ought  to  be  continued  indefinitely. 

If  the  Council  were  not  collecting  salvage  from  business  premises  I  feel 
sure  the  disposal  of  the  paper  and  cardboard  which  would  accrue  would  create 
a  problem  for  the  business  interests  concerned,  and  I  prefer  that  such  waste 
material  should  find  its  way  back  to  the  re-pulping  mills  rather  than  have  some 
of  it  strewn  on  refuse  tips  and  over  the  countryside  generally,  as  might  easily 
happen. 


TABLE  ONE. 


MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  STATISTICAL  TABLE. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  .  270 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  . .  316 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . .  — 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  . .  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  270 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  107 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 


(1)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(i)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  9 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  — 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  : 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(i)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  — 

(3)  Proceedings  under  sections  1 1  and  1 3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 


(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  persuance  of 

Demolifion  Orders  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

(c)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  undertak¬ 

ings  were  accepted  by  the  Council  . .  . .  . .  6 

(4)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  2 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . .  — 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV,  Overcrowding  : — 


(1) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  53 

(b) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

65 

(c) 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

365 

(2) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year 

13 

(3) 

(a) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  . 

44 

(b) 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

308 

TABLE  TWO. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

AND 

VISITS. 

Housing  Act  Inspections 

,  9 

146 

Public  Health  Act  Inspections 

•  , 

1331 

At  houses 

170 

At  other  premises 

9  9 

93 

In  connection  with  the  provision  of  dustbins 

1068 

Fodd  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Inspections 

695 

Food  Preparation  Rooms 

17 

Bakehouses 

34 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

®  9 

73 

Public  Abattoir 

289 

Milk  &  Dairies 

215 

Unsound  food  in  shops 

37 

Food  shops 

4 

Markets 

26 

Knackers  Yards 

1 

Council  Property 

286 

Sewerage  Schemes 

141 

Sewers  and  Drains  examined  and/or  tested 

248 

Factories 

54 

Building  Byelaws 

9  9 

457 

Town  &  Country  Planning  Act  Inspections 

7 

New  housing  sites 

148 

Refuse  tips 

47 

Schools 

34 

Public  Conveniences 

41 

Work  in  progress 

194 

Inspection  of  houses  in  course  of  erection 

333 

Housing  applications  investigated 

409 

Building  licences  investigated 

13 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries 

34 

Disinfection  of  premises 

8 

Disinfestation  of  premises 

2 

Rodent  Control 

14 

Petroleum  Acts 

14 

Cysticercus  Bovis  Inquiries 

2 

Workshops 

3 

Camping  Sites 

12 

Public  Baths 

2 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act 

? 

1 
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TABLE  THREE. 

WORK  CARRIED  OUT  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Conversions  to  water  carriage  system 

73 

By  way  of  septic  tanks 

51 

Connections  to  Council’s  sewers 

22 

Minor  Structural  repairs  and  improvements  to  houses  . . 

391 

At  private  property 

61 

At  Council  houses 

330 

Major  structural  repairs  and  improvements  to  houses 

21 

At  private  property 

21 

At  Council  houses 

— 

Additional  houses  constructed 

63 

Entirely  new  construction — private  enterprise 

7 

Entirely  new  construction— local  authority . 

54 

Conversions  from  other  buildings — private  enterprise 

2 

Major  structural  repairs  and  improvements  to  other  premises 

17 

To  business  premises 

6 

To  factory  premises 

7 

To  public  buildings 

— 

To  farm  premises 

4 

Baths  provided 

29 

Washbasins  and  sinks  provided 

39 

Water  closets  provided 

89 

New  ranges  and  grates  provided 

30 

Hot  water  laid  on 

15 

Ashbins  provided 

435 

Electricity  installations 

2 

New  drains  laid  (excluding  new  local  authority  houses)  . . 

83 

New  byres  built 

10 

New  dairies  built 

11 

Existing  byres  and  dairies  renovated 

4 

Bams,  etc.,  erected 

2 

New  garages  built 

8 
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TABLE  FOUR. 


SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  : 


Served 

Complied  with 

Statutory  : 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  89 

1 

— 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93 

11 

11 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  9 

10 

9 

Informal  : 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . . 

560 

363 

Housing  Act,  1936 

27 

21 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

30 

29 

Factories  Act,  1937 

2 

2 

TABLE  FIVE. 

SYNOPSIS  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR. 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

414 

262 

294 

3706 

82 

Number  inspected 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

414 

262 

294 

3706 

82 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

6 

26 

31 

80 

6 

Percentage 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1.4 

9.9 

10.5 

2.2 

7.3 

or  organ  was  condemned 

244 

84 

7 

276 

15 

Percentage 

Tuberculosis  only 

58.9 

32.0 

2.3 

7.4 

18.2 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

16 

12 

— 

— 

2 

Percentage 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

3.8 

4.5 

— 

— 

2.4 

or  organ  was  condemned 

21 

78 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage  . . 

5.1 

29.7 

— 

— 

1.2 
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TABLE  SIX. 


SHOWING  THE  PRINCIPAL  GROUNDS  OF  CONDEMNATION 

AT  THE  ABATTOIR. 


Cause  : 

Bovine 

lbs. 

Calves 

lbs. 

Sheep 

lbs. 

Pigs 

lbs. 

Actinomycosis 

593 

— 

— 

— 

Anaemia 

— 

— 

128 

192 

Abscesses  . . 

— 

8 

3 

— 

Angiomata  * . 

88 

— 

— 

— 

Arthritis 

120 

19 

55 

— 

Bruising 

798 

42 

509 

127 

Cirrhosis 

5600 

— 

8 

— 

Cysticercus  Bovis  . . 

30 

— 

— 

— 

Decomposition 

— 

— 

65 

151 

Difficult  Parturition 

610 

— 

— 

— 

Emaciation 

7825 

56 

919 

— 

Fevered  Condition 

980 

82 

296 

39 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

— 

— 

500 

— 

Liver  Abscesses 

— 

— 

27 

— 

Malnutrition 

— 

578 

— 

— 

Medicine  Taint 

523 

338 

37 

— 

Moribund  . . 

— 

— 

909 

— 

Oedema 

1775 

— 

463 

— 

Parasitic 

— 

— 

514 

— 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia  . . 

— 

14 

192 

— 

Pyaemia 

461 

230 

— 

— 

Septicaemia 

470 

— 

223 

— 

Septic  Mastitis 

364 

— 

30 

— 

Septic  Metritis 

533 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

15980 

— 

— 

368 

Totals  . . 

36750 

1067 

4878 

877 

TABLE  SEVEN. 


PARTICULARS  OF  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR 
HUMAN  CONSUMPTION  AT  PLACES  OTHER  THAN  THE  PUBLIC 

ABATTOIR. 


Beef 

Ham 

Canned  Meat 
Canned  Milk 
Canned  Vegetables 
Canned  Fish 
Canned  Fruit 
Canned  Soup 
Canned  Jam 
Wet  Fish 
Cheese 
Flour 
Dates 

Mayonnaise 


1,236  lbs. 


39 

55 

168 

5  5 

91 

5  5 

49 

55 

13 

5  5 

241 

5  5 

13 

55 

2 

55 

777 

5  5 

72 

55 

42 

55 

12 

55 

174 

jars 
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TABLE  EIGHT. 


PARTICULARS  OF  PLANS  FORMALLY  SUBMITTED. 

Approved  :  New  Dwellinghouses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  32 

Additions  and  alterations  to  dwellinghouses  . .  . .  23 

Buildings  converted  into  dwellinghouses  . .  . .  . .  5 

Layouts  relating  to  new  dwellinghouses  . .  . .  . .  8 

Conversions  of  one  house  into  two  . .  . .  . .  1 

Conversions  of  three  houses  into  one  . .  . .  . .  1 

Change  of  use  of  dwellings  to  stores  . .  . .  . .  2 

Garages  and  outbuildings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

New  Cowsheds  and  dairy  buildings  . .  . .  . .  28 

Alterations  and  improvements  to  cowsheds  and  dairy 

buildings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ....  4 

General  farm  buildings  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Buildings  converted  into  cowsheds  and  dairy  buildings  . .  1 

Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Alterations  to  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Additions  to  factories  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Canteens  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Buildings  converted  into  factories  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Additions  to  schools  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Parish  Hall  extensions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cricket  pavilions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Dressingrooms  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Governor  and  boiler  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Temporary  holiday  huts  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Ornamental  wrought  iron  gates  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Petrol  Pumps  and  Tanks  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Continuation  of  working  of  gravel  pit  . .  . .  . .  1 

Prospecting  for  sand  and  gravel  . .  . .  . .  1 

New  limestone  quarry  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Peat  Processing  Building  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Barytes  Ore  Dressing  Plant  Building  . .  . .  . .  1 

New  Accesses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Buildings  converted  into  school  rooms  . .  . .  . .  3 

Intake  Works  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Development  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  Extensions  . .  1 

Pumping  Stations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Erection  of  Bridges  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

New  sand  and  gravel  pit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Road  junction  and  comer  improvements  . .  . .  . .  4 

Overhead  electricity  supply  lines  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Layouts  relating  to  new  dwellinghouses  . .  . .  . .  1 

Petrol  Pumps  and  Tanks  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Continuation  of  working  of  gravel  pit  . .  . .  . .  1 

New  sand  and  gravel  pit  "  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 


Rejected  : 


36 

TABLE  NINE. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  SHOWING  WEIGHT  OF  WASTE 

PAPER  SALVAGED. 


Year  Waste  Paper 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

1941 

74 

11 

1942 

158 

10 

1943 

131 

12 

1944 

131 

17 

1945 

80 

3 

1946 

104 

6 

1947 

77 

7 

1948 

105 

3 

1949 

117 

13 

Total  : 

981 

2 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  C.  BLACKBURN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Sanitary  Surveyor. 


